
Fuel Poverty
Past, current and future work



Past work on fuel poverty

We have a long track record on working on fuel 
poverty. Because of our values. And because 
of politics (we won’t win if communities are 
left-behind).

Examples include:

Legislation: Minimum Energy Efficiency 
Standards 2018 for private-rented sector; 
Warm Homes and Energy Conservation Act 
2000. 

Research: Brenda Boardman, Homes Truths, 
2007;  Michael Marmot, The Health Impacts of 
Cold Homes and Fuel Poverty, 2011
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Current work on fuel poverty

We are attempting to map the neighbourhoods 
that most need an intervention to help them 
through the energy crisis; and what the 
invention might be for campaigning 
purposes. 

We have published this as a map and 
produced data at council level (on our council 
area data portal). We will produce it at 
parliamentary constituency level. 

We have also commissioned research from the 
New Economics Foundation into how councils 
could – if funded – roll out street-by-street 
insulation programmes. 
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https://takeclimateaction.uk/near-you/local-authority


Mapping - methodology

Identified neighbourhoods with below-average 
incomes (IMD 2019) and above average energy 
costs (using energy consumption data at LSOA 
level). 1 in 4 neighbourhoods. From these identify 
which areas have:

• a high proportion of rental properties – priority is 
to strengthen and enforce standards

• a high proportion of owner-occupied properties 
with low insulation levels – priority is street by 
street programmes

• A high proportion of well insulated homes –
priority is cash support
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Future work on fuel poverty

• Campaigning for street-by-street insulation programmes (likely initially a fast roll out of cavity wall 
+ loft + advice). 

• Possible work on Private Rented Sector standards

• Research potential for rising block tariff to reduce costs for low energy users and increase costs 
for high users (identify winners & losers)

• Track market reforms (moving from marginal price of electricity; to favour switch to electric through 
lower electricity costs)
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Research challenges
• Fuel poverty after housing costs – we went down a rabbit-hole trying to work out energy costs 

after housing costs in neighbourhoods because housing costs differ so much within neighbourhoods 
(owners without mortgage, owners with mortgage, renters). Should we worry? (we had a working 
assumption that income doesn’t vary so much within LSOAs, which may or may not be true).   

• Where to target heat pumps – housing type, garden space, distance from neighbours, income and 
financial support needed, grid issues, etc?

• How to target support – financial or other - if rising block tariffs were introduced (e.g. low income / 
vulnerable ‘losers’)

We would welcome opportunities to collaborate on these and other issues. We are working with others 
to set-up and Environmental Data for Change network
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mike.childs@foe.co.uk
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