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FOREWORD

DR BRENDA BOARDMAN
It is really heart-warming that the FPRN exists, that
there is a growing number of researchers, students
and practitioners looking at the issues involved in fuel
poverty and working towards its eradication. When
I started my doctorate on the subject in 1983 I was
a lone academic wolf. There were many wonderful
campaigners and activists, and important academics
looking at contributory subjects, such as the formidable
team of Jonathan Bradshaw and Sandra Hutton at
SPRU, University of York. But the problem, as an
interactive entity, was barely recognized. Interestingly,
there was quite a lot of government attention and
reports, particularly through the housing lens, thanks
mainly to Richard Moore.
One of the major shifts over the years has been the
reasons for government concern. Originally it was the
balance of payments – the fourfold increase in the
cost of oil meant that a lot of foreign currency was
needed. Energy conservation (as it was then) meant
that less energy would be used and therefore less
money needed for imports. Today, if the government
has a focus, it is a weak mixture of concerns about
health, climate change and energy justice. Early in
July, the National Infrastructure Commission produced
a report recommending improved energy efficiency in
housing. This has been the holy grail for fuel poverty
campaigners – if we could get some significant sums
of money (£billions not £millions) to invest in the worst
housing, then we would really start to make progress.
The NIC report is a first, vital step towards procuring
that money. Let us try and build on this first step.
Another useful development is the legislation on
the privately-rented sector. The Mandatory Energy
Efficiency Standards 2015 are in the process of being
strengthened by the government (we hope), so that
(a) landlords are clearly responsible for the energy
efficiency of the dwelling and not the tenant and (b)
the energy performance is identified by the EPC bands
of A-G, based on SAP. A standard has to be achieved
as opposed to the installation of individual measures.
For both these reasons the upgrade of the MEES
2015 to MEES 2018 should be an important policy
achievement. We wait with interest.

As England tries to tackle fuel poverty with inadequate
amounts of ECO money - Wales, Northern Ireland
and Scotland are doing better – our fellow Member
States in Europe are researching energy poverty
(as they call it). This is required under the recast
Energy Performance in Buildings Directive (EPBD).
Some are learning from us, some are still confusing
symptoms like cold homes or disconnections with the
underlying cause of energy inefficient homes. There
are considerable difficulties in many countries where
national data are not as granular as our own. This
means, for instance that it is not possible to identify
what a cold household should be spending in order to
have adequate energy services, such as warmth, hot
water and well-lit stairs. As mentioned elsewhere in
this report, EPOV – the Energy Poverty Observatory
– is performing a very valuable function bringing
international energy/fuel poverty researchers together
with online discussions and exchanges.
Let us hope that over the third year of the FPRN
we get some real progress in tackling fuel poverty
and protecting the poorest households from another
miserable winter. I look forward to working with you all
to achieve this.
Dr Brenda Boardman

1. INTRODUCTION
The FPRN was launched in April 2016 by researchers
from Sheffield Hallam University, the University of
Sheffield and the University of Salford.
In 2018 we were delighted to welcome colleagues
William Baker from Citizens Advice and Lisa Pollitt,
a Senior Energy Advisor, to the FPRN Coordination
Group. The additions of William and Lisa have, inter
alia, helped ensure that the Coordination Group better
reflects the diverse membership of the network which
we are proud to say brings together a wide range of
colleagues from across academia, policy and practice.
The FPRN has now reached the end of its second
year and the purpose of this short report is to take
stock of the network at this key juncture, reflect on its
achievements and outline our planned activities and
strategy for the year ahead. In this document we will
also begin to set out a longer term vision for the future
of the network.
We welcome feedback from all FPRN members and
prospective members in relation to the future direction
of the network and hope that this report provides a
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stimulus for discussion and debate in relation to this.
All of the plans and ideas set out in this document are
a) based on feedback received from members at our
events and through other channels and b) are open to
feedback from members.
We would also like to take this opportunity to reiterate
that we remain very much open to the expansion of
the Coordination Group and welcome approaches
from members who may wish to get more involved
in network coordination, including those outside of
academia. The network exists for everyone involved in
the production and application of fuel poverty research
and the increasing diversity of the network is one of its
greatest strengths.
In essence, we are very proud of how the network
has grown and evolved over the last two years. The
feedback from members and the high volume of new
membership requests that we continue to receive
assure us that the network continues to offer a much
needed and valued space for all those working
towards the eradication of fuel poverty to come
together.
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2. AIMS & PHILOSOPHY
The work of the FPRN continues to be underpinned by
the following four core principles. Our members tell us
that these principles still reflect their main motivations
for being part of the network:
██ Collaborating: creating opportunities for collaborative working within and between sectors in order to
promote a stronger collective voice and increase
the potential for impact
██ Uniting policy, practice and academia in pursuit
of the alleviation and eventual eradication of fuel
poverty
██ Disseminating and communicating fuel poverty
research and intelligence to peers and end users
██ Impacting: maximising opportunities for informing
and shaping policy and practice responses.
The network was formed in response to the fact that
there was no single forum where the producers and
users of fuel poverty research and intelligence could
come together to pursue their shared aims. The FPRN
seeks to unite these two communities and indeed all of
those with an interest in understanding and resolving
fuel poverty, with the aim of promoting constructive
and creative dialogue and creating an environment
conducive to securing policy impact and positive
change.
The network now comprises almost 200 members from
across the academic, policy, voluntary, community
and private sectors. FPRN has therefore doubled in
membership since the end of its first year. The network
mainly operates within the UK but has attracted
increasing numbers of international members over the
last year. There are currently active members based in
the Netherlands, Germany, Italy, Spain, Poland, Chile,
Australia and New Zealand.
Membership is free and our members benefit from
first refusal on events which are later opened to a
wider audience; two members-only events every year;
advance notice of new research and publications and
access to the FPRN mailing list through which they
can circulate information and announcements, find out
about new jobs or collaboration opportunities, seek
support with research activities or canvass opinion.

In its second year the FPRN has continued to narrow
the gap between academics, policy makers and
practitioners that share an interest in bringing fuel
poverty to an end. As outlined later in this document,
it is also our ambition that the FPRN will continue to
strengthen its credibility and influence within the field
both nationally and internationally thus creating greater
opportunities for our members to have a collective
voice and make a difference.
The FPRN is still evolving in terms of its aims, purpose
and composition and is guided by its members,
ensuring that the network remains responsive to their
needs and aspirations and to evolving priorities within
the field.

3. COORDINATION
We have consolidated the organisational structure with
a view to making it more transparent and to enable
individuals to engage at different levels:
The Coordination Group oversees the overall running
of the network, including the email and social media
accounts, the mailing list and the website.
The Event Team is an adhoc group formed to
deliver each event. Generally they will include local
representatives of a co-hosting organisation working
alongside the Coordination Group. FPRN are keen to
hear from groups and organisations who are interested
in hosting a future event with the support of the
Coordination Group. Planning for these events takes
place well in advance so early contact is encouraged.

The Advisory Group has the opportunity to provide
comments and contributions to aspects of the
network’s activities without being expected to be
involved in its day-to-day running. This intended for
people who would like to be express views on FPRN
activities without having to commit to being involved in
its organisation.
The General Membership is defined as those who are
members of the JISC email list.
Involvement at any of these levels is encouraged and
the Coordination Group invites individuals to get in
touch if interested or with any queries.

The Coordination
Group

Dr Aimee Ambrose

William Baker

Danielle Butler

Dr Rob Marchand

Lisa Pollitt

Dr Graeme Sherriff
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Current membership of the Coordination Group is as
follows:
Dr Aimee Ambrose is a Principal Research Fellow
at the Centre for Regional Economic and Social
Research (CRESR) at Sheffield Hallam University.
She has been involved in researching issues
around fuel poverty for ten years. Her main research
interests include using innovative research methods
to understand lived experiences of fuel poverty,
understanding barriers to accessing energy advice
amongst hard to reach groups, user experiences of
low energy buildings and barriers to the deployment of
low carbon heat networks. She is a founding member
of the FPRN and acts as the overall coordinator for the
network.
William Baker is the energy advice development lead
at Citizens Advice. He is responsible for developing
the capacity of the Citizens Advice service to provide
energy advice to its clients, the vast majority of whom
are on a low income. William has a long history of
working in the field of fuel poverty. He has managed
and commissioned research and carried out research
himself on a wide variety of topics, including social
tariffs, impact of liberalised energy markets on low
income energy consumers, distributional effects of
energy policies, rural fuel poverty, area and local
approaches to tackling fuel poverty, fuel poverty
definitions and small area fuel poverty indicators.
William has often used research to campaign for
improved policies to tackle fuel poverty and is a former
chair of the End Fuel Poverty Coalition. William is
a trustee of Eaga Charitable Trust, an independent
funder of fuel poverty research.

Dr Rob Marchand is a Lecturer in Resource
Efficiency at Sheffield University Management School.
He is a founding member of the FPRN and has overall
responsibly for strategic development within the
network. His research focuses on problem structuring
and decision support; exploring emerging opportunities
with new technology (e.g. AI and Deep Learning) for
improved multi-criteria decision making, particularly
with application to social policy.
Lisa Pollitt has worked in the energy industry since
1992 and has a strong interest in the relationship
between poverty & health. Over the past few years,
she has worked on several collaborative projects
between the Bolton City Council, housing associations,
DECC & charitable organisations which have
focussed on reducing fuel poverty. Passionate about
the environment and sustainability, Lisa is currently
working with British Cycling on their Guided Rides
Programme which promotes cycling for all due to
the benefits to health along with the benefits to our
environment.
Dr Graeme Sherriff is Research Fellow and Associate
Director of the Sustainable Housing and Urban
Studies Unit (SHUSU) at the University of Salford.
His research is at the interface of sustainability and
social justice and he works on a range of societal
issues including fuel poverty and energy, active travel,
transport planning, greenspace and urban food. He
is a founding member of the FPRN and has overall
responsibly for the network’s visual identity and web
presence.

Danielle Butler is an early career researcher and
Associate Member of the Sustainable Housing &
Urban Studies Unit (SHUSU) at the University of
Salford. Her research interests and expertise centre
around approaches that explore the lived experiences
of housing, energy, welfare and wellbeing, with a
particular focus on social processes and the role
and value of social support. Outside of research,
Danielle has extensive frontline experience
working as an advisor with Citizens Advice. She is
a founding member of the FPRN and is currently
the network secretary with responsibly for network
communications.
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3. ACTIVITIES &
ACHIEVEMENTS
3.1 EVENTS
During year two, the network has hosted two events,
with each attended by 40+ delegates. We have been
proud to continue our track record of collaborating
with highly regarded organisations in the field. This
year our co-hosts were National Energy Action (NEA),
Newcastle University and the Centre for Sustainable
Energy (CSE). These events all offered opportunities
to:
██ input into the role and purpose of the network,
██ make connections with other producers and users
of fuel poverty research,
██ disseminate research, good practice and policy
developments and

FPRN4
NEWCASTLE

#FPRN4 took place in Newcastle in November 2017
and centred on the theme of Society, Technology and
Fuel Poverty. The two-day event was hosted jointly
by the FPRN, NEA, Newcastle University’s School of
Geography, Politics and Sociology, and the National
Centre for Energy Systems Integration. Welcoming
more than 40 attendees from academia, the private
sector, local government and frontline organisations,
the event focused in on research, innovation and
practice that has recongised the value of bringing
together social and technological concepts and
understandings of fuel poverty.

██ think critically and creatively about research priorities and directions in the field
██ consider the dynamics of fuel poverty within different geographical contexts
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FPRN5
BRISTOL

#FPRN5 took place in Bristol in April 2018 and
focused on the theme of City-wide and Community
Approaches to Fuel Poverty and Cold Homes in
Bristol and the South West. Hosted in collaboration
with CSE, the event again welcomed more than 40
delegates from various sectors working to tackle the
issue of fuel poverty. The event celebrated a long
history of extensive work by frontline organisations
across the area, and also responded directly to
members’ feedback by leaving the meeting venue to
visit a local energy-related organisation – which this
time, involved a tour, presentations and a lively Q&A
with Bristol Energy Hub. Along with a wide range of
presenters, including several postgraduate students
and early career researchers, #FPRN5 also welcomed
Dr Brenda Broadman to the network, who took part in
a Q&A session with attendees on Day 2.
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FPRN1 Sheffield April 2016
Inaugral meeting
FPRN2 Salford November 2016
Fuel poverty: Telling the story

FPRN
EVENTS

FPRN3 Edinburgh March 2017
Meeting and parliamentary reception
FPRN4 Newcaslte November 2017
Technology, society and fuel poverty
FPRN5 Bristol May 2018
City-wide and community approaches
FPRN6 Sheffield November 2018
Health impacts of cold homes and fuel poverty
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3.2 FUTURE EVENTS
Our members have told us that they can struggle to
raise the funding to attend FPRN events and therefore
value the fact that they are held in many different
locations around the country.
FPRN6 Sheffield Preperations for #FPRN6 are
already underway and this event will be held on 8th
and 9th November 2018 hosted by the University
of Sheffield and partners to celebrate the end of the
ESRC Seminar Series: The health impact of cold
homes and fuel poverty. Further information including
specific dates, venue details and the agenda will be
released shortly.
Beyond this and into 2019 FPRN will continue to
journey to the new parts of the UK, with current
discussions exploring the possibility to host #FPRN7 in
Wales.
A number of members have also requested an
international FPRN event which offers the opportunity
to hear about alternative approaches to combatting
fuel poverty and allows members the opportunity to
expand their networks beyond the UK. In response
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to this, we are exploring the possibility of #FPRN8
(2020) being hosted by FPRN members in a European
country easily reached from the UK without having
to fly. We will also explore the possibility of obtaining
funding to cover some bursaries in association with
this event in order to broaden participation.
Now that the network is more established, we may
look to reduce the frequency of events in response
to the fact that they can be resource intensive for
those involved in their organisation and for those
attending. Moreover, each event engages with around
a quarter of network members, although we are often
attracting different members to each event depending
on its location and focus, we do not feel that this is
necessarily the most effective and efficient way of
engaging with members and realising the ambitions of
the network to secure policy impact.
In this vein, we are currently considering ideas for
generating more tangible outcomes from our events
and making them more impactful. Current ideas
include making events thematic and aligned to current
policy concerns, problems and priorities (i.e focussed
on a particular topical issue, present concern or
opportunity for policy influence- health or the Autumn
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Statement, for example) and generating position
statements or digests of evidence from those members
present which are then sent to key policy makers
and shapers. We will also endeavour to secure the
attendance of more of those that we wish to influence
at our events. We welcome further ideas from
members on the frequency and form of future events.

3.3 WEB PRESENCE AND
SOCIAL MEDIA
The FPRN website A Wordpress site was launched
in May 2016. Further development of the website
remains a priority for the network and will be critical to
the future of the network, acting as an information point
for new and existing members, external parties wishing
to find out more about us and as a visual marker of our
credibility. The website forms a repository for details
of our events including photos and presentations that
ensure that it is not only those who attend that benefit
from the information shared.

3.4 PUBLICATION
OPPORTUNITIES
We are committed to helping to stimulate and broaden
the debate around fuel poverty by increasing the
volume of research publications dedicated to fuel
poverty and related issues. We are also keen to
extend the debate beyond the academic realm by
supporting colleagues in policy and practice to publish
research and opinion. To this end, Aimee Ambrose
and Rob Marchand guest edited a special issue of
the international journal Indoor and Built Environment
published in 2017 (see Volume 26 (7)). The issue
focused on exploring methods for researching fuel
poverty and featured articles from 12 FPRN members
from around the world. The special issue revealed
a variety of innovative approaches to the study of
fuel poverty and revealed that the problem can take
many guises and exists in many countries. We hope
to facilitate more publication opportunities in the near
future including special issues and edited collections.

Twitter presence The FPRN Twitter account is used
to tweet throughout FPRN events and to communicate
news, opportunities, events, publications and other
achievements of network members in-between events.
Currently the account has 580 followers (up from 277
at the end of year one).
JISCmail list Any member of the list can use it to
communicate with the network. 169 people currently
subscribe and the group is used regularly by members
to share publications, events and opportunities, calls
for evidence and initiate discussions.
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4. MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the network has increased across the
board since the publication of the first annual review.
Academics still represent the majority of members.
The total number of members currently stands at 169.

Over 65 members from policy
and practice (up from 55 in
2017)

Over 80 members of academic
institutions (up from 60 in 2017)

Representatives of key UK policy
shaping and lobbying organisations
such as National Energy Action, Energy
Action Scotland, Citizens Advice,
the Eaga Charitable Trust, End Fuel
Poverty Coalition and the Association of
Local Energy Officers.

Representatives of key UK policy
organisations including the
Department of Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy (BEIS), Scottish
Government and the National Health
Service, as well as many local
authorities

The network currently has around 20
active international members based
in the Netherlands, Germany, Italy,
Spain, Poland, Chile, Australia and New
Zealand.
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To help ensure that the network is representative of all
those working to alleviate and eradicate fuel poverty,
we are particularly keen to recruit the followinggroups
to the network, support to them to contribute to the
field and feature their work at our events:
██ undergraduate and postgraduate research students
██ early career researchers and practitioners
██ private sector representatives including technologists and those developing relevant products and
initiatives

4.1. STUDENTS AND EARLY
CAREER RESEARCHERS
Unfortunately, fuel poverty is not likely to be resolved
in the near future and whilst there is currently a
strong community of academics and practitioners
pursuing its alleviation, it is essential that we foster
a new generation of professionals dedicated to the
problem. The FPRN regard this as a key function of
their future work and to this end we are pursuing a
range of activities to ensure that fuel poverty is firmly
on the agenda of the next generation and that FPRN
provides a supportive and welcoming professional
‘home’ for them. Relevant initiatives include:
██ Creation of a Early Career and Student (EC&S)
lead and champion within the Coordination Group
(Danielle Butler)
██ An EC&S sub group of the FPRN will be established. It will benefit from separate, additional
communications fora and activities by and for
EC&S. The sub group would be prioritised in
relation to any available subsidies for attendance
at FPRN events.
██ Writing opportunities dedicated to EC&S including blogs, short articles, special issues and
edited researchers and practitioners and mentoring schemes, collections and accompanied by
enabling activities such as ‘buddying with more
experienced.

██ Sponsored dissertations at Undergraduate and
Postgraduate levels. In order to raise (early stage)
awareness of fuel poverty as key policy problem
worthy of research attention, we plan (when in a
financial position to do so) to invite applications for
sponsored UG and PG research projects, which
would also receive in kind support from Coordination Group members. This initiative is inspired by
the work that the valuable Eaga Charitable Trust
has done in this regard.
██ Sponsored PhD studentships. As a continuation of
the initiative to sponsor UG and PG research into
fuel poverty, we also hope to be in a position in
future to offer FPRN sponsored PhD studentships
in association with Universities represented within
the network. This initiative would aim to increase
the number of postgraduate research projects
dedicated to fuel poverty and related themes.
PhD sponsorship is a great way of securing great
value, dedicated research into fuel poverty. Academic members of the coordination group are
already engaged in exploring potential for FPRN
involvment in studensthips offered by their own
institutions, although our ability to offer a FPRN
sponsored PhD will depend on our future funding
situation.

5. FUTURE ACTIVITIES
AND STRATEGY
Now that the network is established and the appetite
for a network of this kind has been confirmed, the
Coordination Group is in a position to reflect on longer
term aspirations. This vision is very much open to
consultation and is articulated below as a series of
short, medium and long term aims.

ONE TO TWO YEARS

In the coming year it is likely that FPRN will run one
event per year that aims to engage with as many
members as possible. Reducing the number of events
will enable the network to diversify its activities and
increase its impact. It is likely that there will be a UK
based event held in 2019 which will have a thematic
focus and generate a tangible outcome aimed at
securing policy impact.
We will also aim to organise an international event
to take place in 2020. It is hoped that such an event
will create opportunities for members to learn from
good practice outside of the UK and to develop the
international presence of the network. We will also
consider applying to create new streams at relevant
conferences relevant to fuel poverty.
This inaugural international event will provide a
starting point for efforts to forge productive links
between FPRN and burgeoning policy and academic
communities in other countries with a keen interest
in energy poverty. We will also take steps to forge
links between FPRN and the important work of the
European Energy Poverty Observatory in the coming
year.
We also intend to take every opportunity to increase
the volume of research funding dedicated to fuel
poverty research. In the short term this will involve
endeavouring to create relevant PhD studentship
opportunities through the institutions of our members.
Moreover, the rise in ‘collaborative’ PhD studentships
that involve non Higher Education institutions
will create opportunities for FPRN to have direct
involvement in postgraduate research projects.
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Members of the Coordination Group are currently
pursuing several such opportunities.
The Coordination Group will meet twice annually with
the next meeting being held in Autumn 2018.

NEXT FIVE YEARS

In line with our aim to reach a broader proportion
of members through each FPRN event, we will aim
to bring a critical mass of members together for a
conference or ‘G8 style’ summit which will, again, aim
to culminate in a tangible output aimed at conveying
key messages to policy makers and influencers.

LONGER TERM

It is our intention that the network will continue to exist
and to grow and increase its influence while ever fuel
poverty exists. In our view, the ability of the network
to impact on the problem will be determined by its
size, reputation and credibility. At present the network
is run on an informal basis and a degree of formality
would help to secure the longer term future of the
network and would also aid us in achieving formal
recognition and becoming the ‘go to’ place to consult
the fuel poverty community in the UK (and possibly
beyond). Models that the network may aspire to in this
regard include the Regional Studies Association (the
global and interdisciplinary forum for city and regional
research, development and policy). The realisation
of this longer term vision will require a significant
increase in FPRN resources and if members support
this vision then decisions will need to be made in the
longer term about how this resource is generated.
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5.4 AREAS FOR
DEVELOPMENT & RISKS
Increase the diversity of network members
We are aware of particular gaps in our member profile
including students and early career researchers and
practitioners and representatives of the public health
community, group representing the interests of BAME
communities and producers and users of fuel poverty
research in Wales and Northern Ireland. We are
seeing some progress in diversifying our membership
but will continue to identify groups or individuals that
represent missing perspectives and proactively invite
them to join the network.
Resources The network has no budget and is run on
a voluntary basis by the current Coordination Group
and the organisations hosting events on behalf of the
network have generally subsidised events. Future
development of the network (particularly the creation
of research funding opportunities and bursaries) will
require the network to secure funding/raise revenue
from members or both. Certainly, charging modest
registration fees for events will need to continue.
We will pursue opportunities to secure grant funding
for network initiatives and consult on and review
possibility of a modest membership fee with members
in 2018/19.

5.5 MEMBER FEEDBACK
In a quick vox pops survey in June 2018, we asked
FPRN members what they value the most about being
a member. These will be documented on the FPRN
website in due course. Here is a preview:

‘What I value most is “connecting the dots”
between academic research and practice.’
‘I also like the “community” aspect of it, it helps
create a positive vibe around what can be a
depressing subject matter.’
‘The FPRN list is not solely for putting out new
publications and jobs like some other lists, but it
is actual discussion.’

Network resources and contact details
If you want to get in touch with us about this document
or to provide ideas and feedback in relation to any
aspect of our work, then you can do so in the following
ways:
██ Email the coordination group: fprncommittee@
gmail.com
██ Email the network: FPRN@JISCMAIL.AC.UK
██ Visit our website: http://www.fuelpovertyresearch.
net/
██ Follow us on Twitter: @FuelPovertyRN
*Please note: emails sent to this address will go to all
network members.
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